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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-15 are presented for examination. 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The current title is imprecise. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 11, 12 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Angelo et al. (Angelo), U.S. patent no. 5,859,91 1 . 

As per claim 1 1 , Angelo discloses an electronic device [a computer system] 
comprising: 

a microcomputer with updateable firmware and configured to detect a firmware 
update state, and to block electronic device shutdown request during the update state 
[fig. 6, col. 5, lines 8-14, 22-30]. 

As per claim 12, Angelo discloses an electronic device [a computer system] 
comprising: 

a microcomputer with updateable firmware [col. 5, lines 8-10]; 
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a power switching part generating an on/off power control signal controlling 
power supply to the electronic device [col. 5, lines 10-13; emphasis added, "a control 
signal which disable a power button or a reset button"]; and 

an updating system block the on/off power control signal during the 
microcomputer firmware [fig. 6, col. 5, lines 8-14, 22-30]. 

As per claim 15 is contained the same limitations as claim 12. therefore, same 
rejection is applied. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the. 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-10 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Angelo et al. (Angelo), U.S. patent no. 5,859,91 1 in view of Chen 
(Chen), US publication no. 2001/0049783. 

As per claim 13, Angelo does not explicitly disclose a signal cut-off part. 

Chen discloses a signal cut-off part cutting off the on/off power control signal and 
wherein the updating system controls the microcomputer to output a control signal to 
the signal cut off part to cut off the on/off power control signal during the microcomputer 
firmware updating [fig. 2; paragraphs 0017, 0019]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time the invention 
to combine the teachings of Angelo and Chen because they both teach of preventing 
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power off a computer system during an update process, the specify teachings of Chen 
stated above would improve the performance and reliability of Angelo system by 
implementing a detailed signal cut-off part. 

As per claim 14, Chen discloses the signal cut-off part is OR gate becoming a 
open circuit block transmission of the on/off power control signal the microcomputer, 
according to the control signal from the microcomputer and having a high state and a 
low state according to the on/off power control signal to the microcomputer to control 
power supply to the electronic device [paragraphs 0021]. However, Chen may 
inherently implement an OR gate as a tri-state buffer gate to perform the same function 
[0023]. 

7. As per claim 1 is contained the same limitations as claims 12 and 13. Therefore, 
same rejection is applied. 

As per claim 2, Chen discloses the microcomputer generates a control signal 
when an update by the updating system is started and ended, and the signal cut-off part 
cut off the on/off handling signal of the power switching part and release the cut-off 
thereof based on the control signal [fig. 2; paragraphs 0017-0019]. 

As per claim 3, Chen discloses the microcomputer generates a cut-off control 
signal when an update by the updating system is started and a release control signal 
when the update by the updating system is ended, and the signal cut-off pad cuts off the 
on/off handling signal of the power switching pad and releases the cut-off thereof based 
on the cut-off control signal and the release control signal [fig. 2; paragraphs 0017- 
0019]. 
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As to claims 4 and 5, Chen discloses the signal cut-off part is OR gate 
[paragraphs 0021]. However, Chen may inherently implement an OR gate as a tri-state 
buffer gate to perform the same function [0023]. 

As per claim 6, Chen discloses the signal cut-off part is provided between the 
power switching part and the microcomputer [fig. 2; paragraph 0019]. 

Regarding to claims 7-10, Angelo and Chen together teaches the claimed 
system. Therefore, Angelo and Chen together teach the claimed method of steps to 
carry out the claimed method of steps. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chun Cao whose telephone number is 571-272-3664. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas C. Lee can be reached on 571-272-3667. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Apr. 10 2006 




CHUNCAO 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



